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office (Oct. 6, 1915) the mainstay of the En-
tente was removed and with him Serbia's last
chance of relief. By the dissolution of the
Greek Parliament, the Allied army had found
itself in a hazardous position which had im-
paired whatever assistance its small numbers
and nondescript composition might have ren-
dered the Serbian cause.

Kitchener had reviewed the situation at this
port, visited Athens (Nov. 20) and seen King
Constantine, whom he sought to impress with a
laconic exposition of Allied power. Failing
here, as they had failed through more diplo-

came under their observation. The situation
was as insupportable as it was anomalous, and
on Dec. 30 the consuls of Germany and her fol-
lowing were arrested and shortly shipped away,
to be released with safe-conducts. Meanwhile
about 130,000 Serbians were being refitted and
reorganized on the island of Corfu and arrange-
ments were being made (April i5-May 15) for
their transportation via the Peloponnesian
Railway and Piraeus. For reasons not difficult
to guess the blind was allowed to cover then
actual passage by sea. Before the end of
they had all landed at Salonica.
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A section of Trench in the Argonne.

matic channels, the Allies, claiming as an ex-
tenuating circumstance Greece's non-fulfill-
ment of her pledges to Serbia, instituted what
amounted to an economic and commercial
blockade and in due course occupied many of
the Aegean Isles, Corfu (Jan. u, 1917), and
such portions of Macedonia as were essential
to their immediate ends.

Sarrail had spent the first six months of 1916
in (i) converting Salonica into an intrenched
camp powerful enough to ward off the German
thrust which was scheduled to take place under
Von Makensen; (2) improving its harbor,
building piers, and supplying better railway and
road communications, and (3) strengthening
the front line. All of this was done in spite of a
thousand and one obstructions on the part of
Greece. Furthermore, remaining officially a
neutral port, Salonica housed the agents of the
Central Powers. Every move of the Allies

Just after the pseudo-agreement had been
wrung out of a protesting Greece, she neutral-
ized it by a counter-act of covert treachery.
Though not at war with Bulgaria, her garrison
at Fort Rupel surrendered to the Bulgars on
May 26. The stronghold guarded the pass of
that name through which run the Struma
River and the highway to Seres. Occupying it,
the Bulgarians were in a position to sweep
south and east. They became a serious menace
to the Allied right. Sarrail had laid his plans
for a grand offensive up the Vardar River when
out of a clear sky came a Bulgarian offensive in
the west. This, together with the seizure of
Rupel, frustrated his strategy. The Serbians
were holding'the sector now threatened. Be-
tween the Serbians and the Bulgars were a few
Greek frontier guards. These vanished in thin
air during the night of Aug. 17, enabling the in-
vaders to make short work of the few scattered